Summer Assignments:

Assignment 1
During the summer you are to visit four (4) different museums and write (6) art critiques. Each must be on a different genre of work. Examples are, but not limited to;
1. Ancient art
2. Art from the Renaissance
3. Modern art
4. Folk Art
5. 2 pieces of art from two different countries
The work you choose to write about may be sculptures, paintings, collages, masks, etc. You are to use the Feldman Method of Art Criticism and each paragraph must be five sentences or more. I will also need a picture of each artwork you write about (postcards work great for this). In conjunction with the Feldman Method, answer the following questions.
1. What time period is the work from?
2. What culture is the work from?
3. Who is the artist( if known)
4. What materials are used and how is it created?
5. What museum is the artwork located in?
6. How does the object look in the museum setting? How is it displayed? Is it close to its original form or function?
Attached is a list of museums in the area to choose from. This is just a suggestion. If you will be out of the area you can go to any museum, just make sure you have a picture of the artwork.
1. National Museum of Natural History
2. National Museum of the American Indian
3. National Portrait Gallery
4. National Gallery of Art
5. Hirshhorn Museum
6. The National Holocaust Museum
7. Corcoran Gallery of Art
8. Museum of African Arts
9. Museum of Asian Arts
10. The Virginia Museum
**Look up the Feldman Method of Art Criticism online**
Assignment 2
Make a list of 5 different possible themes you would like to explore in the concentration part of your portfolio.
a. Write a paragraph about each idea
i. Why does this appeal to you?
ii. How is this an original and unique idea
iii. Answer the questions in the WRITTEN COMMENTARY section above.
Assignment 3
Start a new art journal that you will continue to use through this upcoming year. The journal must be a black, bound art journal with no lined paged. You are to write and draw, construct and create in this journal throughout the summer. Write and draw your thoughts and insights.
	Ways To Work In Your Sketchbook:
• Draw, draw, draw, draw, draw, paint, paint, paint, draw, paint, draw, collage,
etc.
• Use pencils, pens, crayons, sticks, charcoal, digital images, burnt matches,
pastels, watercolor, acrylic, pine straw, fingers, basically anything that will
make a mark. You have the power to experiment.
• Draw what you SEE in the world
• Use gesture, line, and value in your drawings. Try to create a sense of light
and depth in your images.
• Use the principles of perspective to show depth in a drawing.
• Glue stuff into your sketchbook, i.e., ticket stubs, gum wrappers, tin foil,
lace, lists, receipts, sand, leaves, twigs, pebbles, shells, earrings, shoelaces,
whatever. Make a collage with the stuff. Add these things to pages that you
started but don’t like. Let your imagination go wild.
• Build the pages up by layering things, paint on top of collage, newspaper,
and drawing. Attach pieces of fabric and photographs and paint over parts
of them. What did you do? What are you trying to say?
• Express yourself! Work to develop mastery in concept, composition, and
execution of your ideas.
• Make decisions about what you do based upon how things look. Go for
the tough look, not the easy solution. Do not be trite; say something
important about the world you live in.
• Take a news story and interpret it visually, use abstraction to express an
idea.
• Play around with geometric and organic forms, interlocking and
overlapping to create an interesting composition. Use color to finish the
work.
Create a self-portrait using distortion, Cubism, Impressionism,
Minimalism, or Pop.
• Create a drawing of the interior of your room but add collage elements for
the lamps, and furniture. Glue sheer fabric over the collage. Draw an image
on the sheer fabric of yourself moving around the room.
• Make at least 100 small gesture figural drawings from observation.
Remember to use the whole page! Fill the space behind the figures you
draw. Make it count for something.
• Make a simple contour drawing of an arrangement of objects. Repeat the
drawing four times. Explore different color schemes in each of the four
drawings. Write about how the color changes the feeling in each image.
• Write about your work. Write about what you like about a drawing, what
you don’t like about it. Write about your hopes for your artwork. Write
about why you like to make art.
• Write about how your artwork could impact another’s thinking or feeling.
Write about what you want to say with your artwork, and what it means to
you in the larger sense.
• Lastly, this experience should be for your growth as an art student, as a
person who values art as a means of expression. Keep it for yourself so that
you will feel free to work without judgment. Remember this is an ongoing
process that uses informed and critical decision making to develop ideas.
