AP US Government Summer Reading 2010


1) Read the United States Constitution and complete the “Scavenger Hunt” below.  Your work should be neat and thorough.  You will turn this in on the first day of class and it will be worth 50 points, so it deserves your attention.    

2) Read all six articles about the Constitution on the following web page:

http://www.gilderlehrman.org/historynow/09_2007/index.php

On our fourth day of class we will have a test on the Constitution.  The test will include direct references to the articles from the link (including at least one essay, so I would suggest that you note key points in your notes.  The test will also require specific knowledge of what is in the Constitution (including matching of all 27 Amendments).  











US CONSTITUTION SCAVENGER HUNT 
  
ARTICLE ONE
1. How old does a Representative have to be?
  
How many years in a term? 

2. How old does a Senator have to be? 
  
How long is a term?  
  
Who breaks a tie in Senate votes?
  
3. How many representatives does each state have in Congress (House of Representatives and Senate)?
  
  
4. Where do bills concerning taxes (“revenue”) originate?  
  
  
5. What percentage of members is needed to vote to override a presidential veto? 

  
  



  
6. List 10 powers of Congress.  
  
1                                                                                                                                                                     6 
  
  
2                                                                                                                                                                     7 
  
  
3                                                                                                                                                                     8 
  
  
4                                                                                                                                                                     9 
  
  
5                                                                                                                                                                     10 
  
  
  
7. Why is the last sentence of section VIII called the “elastic clause?” 
  
  
  
  

  
  
8. List 5 things that States are prohibited from doing. 
  
  
  
  
ARTICLE TWO 
9. What are the qualifications for being President? 
  
  
  
10. List 6 powers of the President. 
  
1                                                                                                                                                                     4 
  
  
2                                                                                                                                                                     5 
  
  
3                                                                                                                                                                     6 
  
  
11. What would a President have to do in order to get impeached and removed? 



  
  ARTICLE THREE 
12. What is the term in office of a Supreme Court judge or federal judge? 
  
  
13. In what kind of cases does the Supreme Court have original jurisdiction? 
  
  
14. What sort of action is considered treason?  What proof is needed to convict? 

  
ARTICLE FOUR 
15. What does this article mean in plain English? 

  
ARTICLE FIVE 
16. How many states are needed to amend the Constitution? 

  
ARTICLE SIX 
17. What is “the supreme law of the land?” 






Summarize the Bill of Rights (Amendments 1-10) in plain English
1)

2)

3)

4)

5)



6)



7)

8)

9)

10)


AMENDMENTS 11-27

19. If there is no majority in the Electoral College, who chooses the President?  
  
  
  
  
20. What did Congress make illegal in Amendment 18?  When, and with what number amendment, was Prohibition repealed? 
  


  
  
21. When did women gain the right to vote? What number amendment gave women that right?
  
  
  
22. When is a new president sworn in to office? What amendment number outlines the changes from the previous schedule?
  
  
  
23.  How many terms can a president serve? 
  
  
  
24.  What is a poll tax?  (How was it being used in the US up until 1964?) What amendment number made poll taxes illegal?
  
  
  
  
25.  When was the voting age lowered?  (Why did this happen then?) What amendment number is it? 
  
  
  26. The Constitution was last amended in 1992.  What does this amendment say? 
  
  








